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THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF
THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE LAWS, TITLE 18,
U.s.C., SECTIONS 793 AND 794, THE TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF
ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY
LAW.

NOTICE: When government or other drawings, specifications or other
data are used for any purpose other than in connection with a defi-
nitely related government procurement operation, the U.S. Government
thereby incurs no responsibility, nor any obligation whatsoever; and
the tact that the Government may have formulated, furnished, or in any
way supplied the said drawings, specifications, or other data is not
to be regarded by implication or otherwise as in any manner licensing
the holder or any other person or corporation, or corveying any rights
or permission to manufacture, use or sell any patented invention that
may in any way be related thereto.
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BEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS. UNITED STATES ARMY VIETNAM
APO SAN FRANCISCO 96375
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ST Genior Officer Dehriefing Peport

Assistart Chief of 5taff for Force Development
Nepartnent-of the Army
washington, D, C. 20310

1. Attached are three copies of the Senior Officer Debriefing l.crar,
prepared by Colonel David L. Jones, Commanding Officer, 103th Artiller:
(iroup.

2. The extensive exr~ -jence of the 108th Artillery Group, durin: e
period of Colonel Jonce' command, in counterbattery operations, =
in employment of sound, flash and radar, and his application of comuand

>~ ‘techniques to leadership problems peculiar to the Vietnam environment,
Q- qualify him to speak #' the Field Artillery School and at the Junior
EE; Course, Marine Corps Schools.
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Country: Republic of nam
Ro~orting Officer:s C Dav:.d L.. ‘Jonas ', \
Duby Assiymncnts COmanding Officer ,,/]'égth Artillery Group .

Inclusive Natess (_jﬁ.ober 1967 1o 3 September 1968 2/ yA ) ")

Date of Report.: 3 September 1968

1. (U} Gener‘l-

a. This report is submitted in compliance with AR 1=26 and USARV Regu~
lation l-3,

b. Since the 108th Artillery Group has not been directly involved in
such matters as causative factors of insurgency and local gover.aieab oia=-
bility actions, but rather has been totally engaged in cumbat oporuticns
azainst North Vietnamese Army forces alony the Demilitarized Zome (D:l4,,
the format prescribed in AR le26 is inappropriate. I have therefore modi-
fied it to accoumodate the group's operational situation.

2. (U) Enviromnent,

a. Throughout the period, the group was deployed in the northern 1
Corps Tactical Zone, with its principal elements in positions alonz the
southern edge of the DMZ, The eastern portion of this sector consists of
relatively flat and sandy coastal plains; these give way toward the west to
high, densely forested hills,

b, Weather in the area is tymical of that prevailing throughout the
northern portion of the Republic of Vietnam, Visibility is generally good
except during the period of the northeast monsoon (October to March).

¢, The most significant environmental peculiarity of the area is the
existence of the adjacent sanctuary represemted by North Vietnam, in which
the enemy is immune from ground attack,

3. (U) Enemy forces.

a. The eneny forces facing the group were almost entirely rezular iorth
Vietnamese Army units, occasiinally augmented in the southern portions of
the scctor by Viet Cong elements. They were well armed and well equinped,
but generally had received only a minimum of training -before being comiitied
to combat.

i1
VALY,

bk.\_u\u wocs AT TN I;YM
L.o DIR 52G2.10

-




SR L . IR
L ; .t
NYSPIYER PP R RV

bs Fran the greun's standpoint, the moaot sipnificant featsics ol Ui
enenyts cap bhility was his considerabls cannon artiliery forea degicyed
in and north of the DI{Z. This artillery threat dis not fourd to ony -
preciable axtertl ely wheve in the Republic of Vietnan,

c. The cneny forecens ware habitually engaged in direct, whol: .o "a=
Ziltration through the DMZ into northern Quang Tril pruvinee and inbe tie
A Shau Valley in Thua Thien provinse, For all practical murroraes, tlec
were Lhereafter engaged in conventional milltary operations involving »qu-d
to regimental size actions,

7

4, (C) U.3. Military Forcea,

as During the first half of the reporting period, the 108th Artilie.y
Group was assigned to Headquarters, USARV. Operational control was esosr-
gised by IIT Marine Amphibious Force, vhich in tum pussed operational con-—
trol of the bulk of the group's units to the 3d Marine Division and ita
artillery regiment (the 12th Marines). Upcn the form:tion of Provisicral
Corps Vietnam, the group was assigned to that hecdquarters, which further
asc-igned it to Headquarters, Provisional Corps Artillery Vietnam. This was
later redesignated Headquarters XXIV U.S. Corps Artillery.

b. %he group's mission during the first half of the reporting poriod
vias general support of the 3d Marine Division, reinforclng the fires ol the
12th tarines. Upon the formaticn of FProvisional Corps Vietnanm, the group's
msolon became general support of the corps, reinforcing the fircs of the

’th Marines, lst Cavalry Division Artillery and 10lst Alr Cavalry Diviuion
Artillery. The group's principal function within its general su.. .ort mis-
sicn was the operation of the corps artillery counterbattery progrom along
the DMZ, In support of this program, the bulk of the group's heavy artil-
lery and target acquisition assets were concentrated along the southerr. edge
of the DI-IZ.\

&

c. The group!s direct contact with the enemy consisted primarily of tihe

following:

(1) Attack of enemy forces of up to battalion size with :ight and
heavy artillery fire,

e

(2) Attack of enemy artillery, antiaircraft and automatic weapons
positions with heavy artillery fire,

(3) Support of friendly comvoys, miresweep teams, defensive perirc-
ters and grourd combat operations with autematic weapons.

d, The only AIVN force in the group'!s area of operations was the lst
Infantry Division, Its 2d Regiment operated in an area along the eastern

portion of the DMZ. The group maintained liaison with this regiment throuch-
out the reporting period. Considerable intelligence information concernirng
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the erny was obtalned throysh this link. In addition, win of tl.: . -t

light artiliery batteries was continuously im surport of that AV o -ln.. .,
D"ii?'( the Lirst hall of the rcmﬂ.inb IA.TLOd Ldo balieln :.»..A—, -
sion was direct support of that regiment; vhen the ropivoih received (o o

dircet surport ARV artillery battalion, the kttery's missien bocu-> ci: of
reinforeins that battalion, The U.S5. battery maintained liainen with 0z
ALV battalion, and assisted it with training, survey control, mmcuro;o\-:_cal
data, and registration support. The ARVN battalion was comrotent, ard relu=-
tions between its personnel and those of the group were cordial,

e. Aside {ram this association and the frequent fire support, by both
artillery and automatic weapons, given ARVN elements during their rround coz-
bat aperat.ions, the group had little direct assoclation with AiVii forces.

f. The group and its subordinate units engaged in the usual eivie zciicn
programs common to Vietname These included extensive MEDCAY activitics dn
surrounding villages, assistance in the construction of comuunity buildin-:,
sponsorship of a local orphanage and, toward the close of the reporiinz po-
riod, refurbishing and returning to operation a civilian hospital at Long Ha.

ge The policy of the Commanding General, 3d Marine Division not to allow
local nationals on combat bases within the division sector and to place o1l
eivilian cammunitlies off limits to military personnel virtually eliminated
probleas of civil-military relations and local national hire within the group,.

he The group was not involved in any third country support of the local
goverment,

5. (U) Sumary. Throughout its operations in the Republic of Vietnam, the
group's activities more nearly resemhled those of conventional warfare than
those of an insurgency of the type contemplated by AR leR6. Consideration
should be given to modifying the regulation to limit its scope to key person-
nel actually involved in insurgency as opposed to combat operations of a vir-
tually conventional nature.

o Lo
v 7//:'/;? ol (/ ,//\.-1
DAVID L. JONES

Colonel, Artillery
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